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ENGLISH 3010-004: LITERARY MASTERWORKS 
Instructor: John Allison 
Office: 3552 Coleman Hall 
Fall2001 
Phone: 581-6978 (office); 348-0269 (home) 
Email: djba@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: MWF: 10:00-11:30 and by appointment 
Objectives of Course 
• To provide an opportunity to read, discuss, and enjoy works that have come to. 
be known as masterworks; 
• To encourage reflection about why certain works are called ''masterworks" 
and whether the term means anything; 
• To encounter diverse cultural assumptions from antiquity to modernity; 
• To promote the expression of independent, critical thinking in discussion and 
writing; 
• To promote the use of reasoning and evidence in supporting interpretations of 
works; 
• To contnl>ute to continuing development of substantive, coherent, competent 
writing 
Requirements of the Course 
• Three Essays oflnterpretation (about four pages each in 12 point type): 60% 
• Midterm Examination (two responses of about 300 words each; one essay of 
about 600 words): 20% 
• Final Examination (same as midterm): 20% 
Criteria for Evaluating Essays and Examinations 
When I evaluate your essays, I will consider content (depth, reasoning, evidence), 
coherence (organization, transitions, word choice), grammar, and punctuation. Of these 
criteria, content is most important, but a response can fail if it is severely deficient in any 
one of the categories. Plagiarized work will result in a failing grade for the course, and 
may lead to further consequences as determined by the Judicial Board. 
Attendance and Grading 
After three unexcused absences, you will forfeit one letter grade (10%ofthe total credit 
for the course). You will forfeit 5% percent for each subsequent unexcused absence. For 
an excused absence, you must provide evidence from Heahh Service, a doctor, or an 
appropriate university employee. 
Calculation of the Grade 
I use a simple percentage scale, along with a letter grade, for each essay and examination. 
For example, an 88% is a B+ and a 92% is an A-. You can easily calculate your overall 
grade for the course by using the weighting indicated in the section "Requirements of the 
Course." 
Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, 
please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as 
possible. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
1. Week of August 20 
-Introduction to Course 
-Homer, Odyssey: Books I-II 
-Booksill-N 
2. Week of August 27 
-Books V-XII 
-Books XIII-XVI 
-Books XVII-XIX 
3. Week of September 3 
-Labor Day: No Classes 
-Books XX-XXIV 
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-Preparation for Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales 
4. Week of September 10 
-The Prologue 
-Knight's Prologue and Tale 
-Miller's Prologue and Tale 
5. Week of September 17 
-Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale 
-The Pardoner's Prologue and Tale 
-Preparation for Shakespeare's Plays 
6. Week of September 24 
-Act I of Hamlet 
-Act II of Hamlet 
-Act ID of Hamlet; 
7. Week of October 1 
-Act N of Hamlet; ESSAY I DUE 
-Act V of Hamlet 
-Fall Break: No Classes 
8. Week of October 8 
-Act I and II of The Tempest 
-Act ID and NofThe Tempest 
-Act V of The Tempest; Take-Home Midterm 
9. Week of October 15 
-Preparation for Swift's Gulliver's Travels; MIDTERM DUE 
-from Part I (25-60) 
-from Part I (60-92) 
10. Week of October 22 
-from Part ill (167-208) 
-from Part IV (237-269) 
-from Part IV (269-311) 
11. Week of October 29 
-Preparation for Frankenstein 
-''Letter l" through Chapter 5 
-Chapters 6 -7; Essay Il Due 
12. Week ofNovember 5 
-Chapters 8-14 
-Chapters 15-17 
-Chapters 18-20 
13. Week ofNovember 12 
-Chapters 21-24 
-Preparation for Brave New World 
-Chapters 1-2 
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
14. Week ofNovember 26 
-Chapters 3-6 
-Chapters 7-9 
-Chapters 10-11 
15. Week of December 3 
-Chapters 12-16 
-Chapters 17-18 
-Student Evaluation of Instruction; Handout of Take-Home Final; Essay ID Due 
